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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS OF INDIA HIGHLIGHTED 
IN AUTUMN EXHIBITIONS & PROGRAMS 
Traditional Chinese Drumming and Korean Festival Also Planned 

(Cleveland, OH) — The Cleveland Museum of Art's annual autumn focus on Asian culture this year 
spotlights the music and dance of India in free art exhibitions and events for all ages, in conjunction 
with northern Ohio's “Indiafest '96,” a two-month city-wide celebration of South Asian culture and 
performing arts. Additionally, the museum's annual “Korea Day” will be celebrated on Saturday, 
October 26, with an international conference and an evening of traditional Korean music. The 
Oberlin Percussion Group offers “An Afternoon of Traditional Chinese Drumming” on Saturday, 
November 16. 

CMA launches “IndiaFest '96” on September 24 with the opening of Dance of the Gods: 
Indian Art Inspired by Music, ah exhibition of nearly fifty works, both sculptures and miniature 
paintings, relating to music and dance, selected from the musetim's renowned Asian collection. They 
include the museum's great 1 Ith-century bronzes ^va as the King of Dance and ^va as the King of 
Music, with his consort Parvatl; pages from the unique 16th-century illuminated manuscript Tuti- 
Nama (T ales of a Parrot), a landmark in the history of the art of India; and Ragamalas, in which the 
musical modes or melodies associated with various moods or events are given human forms in 
painting. Dance of the Gods remains on view through December 8, 1996. (An exhibition release is 
enclosed with this release.) 

Mary Ellen Mark Photographs: Indian Circus, opening November 8, 1996, presents the 
work of an American photojoumalist who fell in love with the Indian circus on her first visit to India 
in 1 969. Over the next twenty years, she returned to India many times to photograph circuses, 
recording the life of the animals, trainers, aerobats, weight lifters, and other performers. She 
captured on film the daring and relentless hard work of the circus and the feeling of family the circus 
provides to its members. She sees the circus as an oasis within a country in turmoil. Indian Circus 
will remain on view through January 16, 1997. (An exhibition release is forthcoming.) 

Highlights among the museum's series of events for all ages include a lecture on Sunday, 
September 29, by Dance of the Gods organizer Stan Czuma, the museum's veteran eurator of Indian 
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and Southeast Asian art, followed by a program of classical Indian dance in Gartner Auditorium; a lecture on Sunday, 
October 13, by visiting scholar Vidya Dehejia of the Freer/Sackler Gallery in Washington, D C., on Ragamala 
painting, followed by a programs of Indian music presented by four musicians from the Dhananjayan Dance 
Company; and an all-day “India Arts Festival” of free activities for families throughout the museum on Saturday, 
November 2. The centerpiece of the “India Arts Festival” is Face to Face: Indian Classical Dance/Western Dance, 
in which Indian dancers and members of the Ohio Ballet will present a lecture and performance comparing the two 
dance disciplines in Gartner Auditorium. 

A public conference for the museum's annual “Korea Day,” called Fire and Water: Cultural Exchanges 
Between Ancient Korea and Japan, will bring together six distinguished scholars from Korea, England, Canada, and 
the U S. to discuss major artistic themes and the ancient cultural ties between these two neighbors (8:30-3:30). The 
day concludes with a program of traditional Korean music performed by musicians from Seoul, Korea. Conference 
registration is required ($30); conference registrants have preferred seating at the free performance (7:30). (A 
complete release is enclosed with this release.) 

The museum debut of the Oberlin Percussion Group (November 16 at 3:00) will feature a guest appearance 
by Chin Kwok-Wai, principal percussionist with the Hong Kong Traditional Orchestra. Oberlin Conserv'atory 
professor of percussion Michael Rosen will direct and narrate the program, for which the performers will wear 
traditional Chinese costiune. 

A complete listing of events and exhibitions follows. All are free unless otherwise noted. 

Exhibitions 

Dance of the Gods: Indian Art Inspired by Music September 24 - December 8, 1996 
Mary Ellen Mark Photographs: Indian Circus November 8, 1996 - January 16, 1997 

Fire and Water: Cultural Exchanges Between Ancient Korea and Japan 
Oct 26, 8:30-3:30 

An international conference open to the public, highlighting major artistic themes and the ancient cultural 
relationships between these two countries. Registration is $30 ($20 for museum members and seniors; $10 for 
students with ID), plus $15 for a private lunch. Registration available by mail b>' October 20 or on a space-available 
basis for walk-ins the day of the event. For information, call the education department's hotline at 216/421-7340, ext. 
464. Sponsored by The Korea Foundation, Seoul. Followed by a free concert (see below' and enclosed release). 

Horray For Bollywood 

Three Bombay-made Indian musicals from the world's largest film industry. Each film $5, CMA members $4. 

Nov 6, 6: 1 5 God is My Witness 

Nov 10, 3:30 Jangle, Jangle, Sound of Bells 

Nov 1 7, 3 : 30 When Love Calls 

Indian Arts Festival 
Nov 2, 10:00-4:00. 

A variety of free activities throughout the day: Indian dance program and demonstration, children's dance workshop, 
lectures, crafts, poetry readings, Rangoli floor painting, music, bridal make-up and fashion show. 
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Music & Dance Performances 

Sept 29, 4:00 Sculptures Come Alive! Sujatha Srinivasan, eminent Indian dancer, presents a program of Indian 
classical dance, Bharathanatyam (Gartner Auditorium) 

Oct 6, 4:00 Dance Moves in the Museum: A Contemporary Dance Work Inspired by Indian Art Seema Haria, 

Performance Dance Artist (Lower Level/Education Gallery) 

Oct 13, 4:00 Babu Parameswaram, Kalaiarasan Ramanathan, K.P. Ramesh Babu, and S. Sunil Kumar of the 
Madras-based Dhananjayan dance company performing a program of classical Indian music. 

Oct 26, 7 :30 Traditional Korean music performed by musicians from Seoul. Sponsored by The Korea Foundation, 
Seoul, (see conference listing above and enclosed release) 

Nov 2, 1:30 Face to Face: Indian Classical Dance/Western Ballet Padma Rajagopal, Sujatha Srinivasan, and 
members of the Ohio Ballet present a lecture and performance in which the two dance disciplines are 
compared 

Nov 1 6, 3 : 00 An Afternoon of Traditional Chinese Drumming. Oberlin Percussion Group, joined by Chin Kwok- 

Wai, principal percussionist with the Hong Kong Traditional Orchestra, and directed by Michael 
Rosen (Gartner Auditorium) 

Family Workshops 

Oct 20, 2:00 Indian Dance Workshop for Children in the Galleries, by Seema Haria (Gallery 1 1 8) 

Oct 20, 3:00 Family Express: How to Paint an Elephant, by Julie Mailey (North Lobby) 

Lectures 

Sept 29, 1 :30 “Dance of the Gods: Indian Art Inspired by Music and Dance,” by Dr. Stanislaw J. Czuma, The 
George P. Bickford Curator of Indian and Southeast Asian Art and The Maxeen J. Stone Resident 
Scholar of Asian Art, Cleveland Museum of Art (Lower Level/Education Gallery) 

Oct 13, 2:00 “Pictorial Music: An Exploration of Ragamala Painting,” Dr. Vidya Dehejia, Curator of South and 
Southeast Asian Art, Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Freer Gallery of Art, Washington, DC 

Gallery Talks 
Sept 25, Oct 30, Nov 3, 1 :30 
Sept 26, Oct 31, 2:30 
Oct 23, 27, 1:30 
Oct 24, 2:30 

Teacher Workshops 

Wednesday afternoons in September, October, and November. For more information about workshops for teachers, 
call the museum's Teacher Resource Center at 2 1 6/42 1 -7340, ext. 269. 

♦ ♦ t 

“IndiaFest ’96” is coordinated by Tri-C and the Cleveland Culture Alliance, an organization devoted to South Asian 
art. Festival partners include the Cleveland Museum of Art, the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, John Carroll University, 
Notre Dame College, Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleveland State University, Cleveland Public Library, Case 
Western Reserve University, Federation of Indian Community Associations, University’ of Akron, Oberlin College and 
WVIZ-TV. A highlight of the festival will be the November Cleveland premiere of a new ballet at the Ohio Theater: 
Jungle Book: The Adventures ofMowgli, a collaboration of the Ohio Ballet and the Madras-based Dhananjayan's 
Bharata Kalanjali Dance Company. The cover image for the festival brochure is the museum's famous 1 Ith-century 
bronze Siva as King of Dance. 
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CORRECTION 
September 26, 1996 


Please Note: 

Releases dated September 18, 1996 contain contradictory information about a program of Korean 
music to be held the evening of October 26, 1996. The program will begin at 6:30 pm (not 7:30 pm) 
and will include some remarks about the music prior to or during the concert but not an hour-long 
presentation prior to the performance. Other information contained in those releases about the 
concert and about the day-long public conference prior to it is accurate. 

Additional information is available by calling the museum's education department hotline at 
216/421-7340, ext. 464, or The Korea Society in New York at 202/293-2174. 
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